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The View from the Slop
By Rob, WOJRM FP#330

Oink-oink, all you pigs! Welcome to the June 2008 issue of Bacon Bits Quarterly. By now,

FDI'M has passed and all thatodés |l eft to | ook f
bether e in spirit with al/l o f err,yemargency pkeparedngsst h e
operations!

|l would | i ke to, again, thank everyormHerearho <co
some compli ments webve received on past news|

Maybe there will be some new Flying Pig members as a
result of learning about the club from reading the newsletter
and seeing how fun we are!

There are! | 6ve been informed that peopl e a
Membership form as a reason they joined! Keep it up gang; the newsletter is doing great
with your help.

This issue we have a quick update on the Flying Pig Field Day plans, photos from Four
Days in May, a great story about a new ham receiving their first rig courtesy our cousins in
the Polar Bear QRP Club, details of a Polar Bear outing by Steve, NOTU, and other great
content.

A new feature thisissuei s t he A Member Spotlighto col umn.
di d, but | havendét r éHaldldy apikc khed amployne new me
about themsel ves for BBQ. Wel | | I 61 I sorta
number generator to find a FP number, anduse t hat to pull up the

QRZ profile, or a profile from a website, to publish in BBQ. So if you have an online profile,
you better clean it up before | find it.

Enjoy this issue, and everyone have a safe Field Day.

3 - Bacon Bits Quarterly by the Flying Pigs QRP Club, Internatioriaine 208



How a Morse Finds Her RootdUsing QRP
By Ed, WA3WSJ

It was late December of 2005 when | received a phone call from a young lady that would
change not only her life, but others as well. The young lady stated that she was a
newspaper reporter for the Allentown Morning Call. She asked if our Polar Bear Club
swam in the frigid water in January as many other Polar Bear Clubs across the country do
as she was looking to write a story about it.

| first asked how she found me, and she stated that she found our Polar Bear Website and
that it looked very interesting. | stated that the Eastern Pennsylvania QRP Club is an
amateur radio club involved in low power amateur radio operation. The Polar Bear part of
the club started in February of 2005 and we seek the highest mountain etc in the area to
operate our QRP radios from during a full moon, but only from October until March.

After a brief chat on the phone, | suggested that she call the Dictator of the EPA QRP

Club. Yes | sai d ADi ctatoro as t hatelEPAQRPat
Club dictator or | eader . He set s al | r ul
dictates.

Ron later called me and confirmed that he did speak to the reporter on the phone. In fact
she was so interested in our activities that she wanted to come along with us to Pulpit
Rock on the Appalachian Trail. Pulpit Rock is located next to a large open field with six
telescope buildings owned by the Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical Society. We
usually spread out and setup our radios in this field.

Our next Polar Pear Moonlight Madness Event was scheduled for December 17", 2005
and all the Pulpit Rock Bears and the other polar bears throughout the US, Canada and
England were ready for some fun! The polar bears scheduled to operate at Pulpit Rock
were WB3AAL, WA3WSJ, K3YTR, NK8Q, W3HF and his son Matt, KB3JJV.

WB3AAL and | hiked the 2.5 miles up to the summit as the others drove up. As |
approached the observatory, | saw a woman walking around the field. She later came over
to chat with me about what we were doing here. The temperature was hovering around
twenty-five degrees and dropping fast with a steady wind of about fifteen miles per hour.

She introduced herself as Diana Morse and | immediately asked her if she was related to
Samuel Morse. She had no idea who Samuel Mo r
related to him. As she asked me questions about the event, | could sense that she was
becoming excited about what we where doing and how much fun we were having with
amateur radio. She took a bunch of pictures of us polar bears sitting in the snow operating
our QRP radios and having a ball!

After that PBMME, Diana asked Alpha Bear Ron, WB3AAL, how she could become an
amateur radio operator or ham. Ron did some checking and pointed her to a local ham
radio license class. As she studied for her license, she also remembered what we Polar
Bears said about Samuel Morse and looked into her family genealogy.
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Turns out that Diana
Morse is a 5th cousin, 5
generations removed
from Samuel FB Morse.
He is 7th and she is 12th
generation from Anthony
Morse, who came to
Mass. in 1635.

Thi s storyyndd
there. As Diana Morse
studied for her amateur
radio license, we Polar
Bears came up with the
idea of buying her an HF
radio. If she passed the
class and picked up her
ticket, we Polar Bears
would present her with
her very first amateur radio.

I

Dianais presented a T840AT by the members of the Polar Bear QRP Club

She passed with flying
colors and her code speed
was over five-words per
minutes. This was very
important to Diana, now
knowing  the Samuel
Morse connection. So on
May 25, 2006 the
Founding Polar Bears,
consisting of WBS3AAL,
WA3WSJ, K3YTR and
NK8Q, dr ov e t o
house in Allentown, PA.
We presented her with a
Kenwood TS-440AT that
was in mint condition. We
installed it and she later
made a contact with Ron,
WB3AAL.

Ron, WB3AAL, presents Diana, KB3ANNP, with a paddle donated by Vibrople

The Eastern Pennsylvania QRP Club always operates the ARRL Field Day at French
Creek State Park here in Pennsylvania. So during the ARRL 2006 Field Day, we all
presented Diana a brand new chrome-plated paddle donated by Vibroplex. She seemed
overwhelmed and very thankful for the paddle and all the help from so many hams.

Life has this way of just moving on, but sometimes special connections occur when you
|l east expect them. This was one of t hmonwsae
amateur radio operator with the call sign of KB3NNP.
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Hereds an email from Diana and her thoughts

Fellow hams, Polar Bears, QRP'ers, et al (I know some of these overlap...)

Thank you for the good wishes. It occurred to me this morning that there may
not be many relatives of Samuel FB Morse transmitting, although
mathematically speaking there should be quite a few of us out there.

My daughter is going to take classes next fall...she is 5th cousin, 6 generations
removed to Samuel.

My parents, of the puritan bent, didn't tell my siblings and me of our relationship
because it was "vain." Sadly, | very nearly missed knowing about my heritage.

I'm 5th cousin, 5 times (generations) removed from Samuel FB Morse--he is 7th
& | am 12th generation from Anthony Morse, who came to Mass. in 1635.

In an unusual twist of events, as Ron can better explain, it was brought to light.
Thanks, Ron & all the Polar Bear QRP'ers who kept after me till | got my ticket.

Everyone, I'm pretty slow yet...5 wpm is all | can copy...but I'm working on 7.

My heartfelt and warmest thanks for welcoming an "L", whether Y or XY into
your ranks. | will try to make you, and Cousin Sam, proud.

My best regards & 72,
Diana Morse, KB3NNP

PBMME as W3PBC/nOtu on Mt Herman, CO
By Steve, NOTU

Who are the Polar Bears and w h a ta®®BMME?

Well first off who are the Polar Bears? The Polar Bear QRP Club is a "den" of amateur
radio operators who love rap and the outdoors. They especially like to operate during
winter full moons calling their winter fun events Polar Bear Moonlight Madness Events or
PBMME. The key word here is 'Event'. It's not a contest but a casual gathering of PBs on
the air. The purpose is to test their skills and radio equipment should the need arise to
provide emergency communications where there is none (Katrina?). You needn't be a
member to participate but you may wonder what all the "GRRRR"s sent during PB QSOs
mean. It's nothing more than our standard 'friendly’ greeting amongst us Polar Bears. For
more  information about the PBs visit the yahoo PB group at:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PolarBearQRP_Ops/

It was a GRRRREAAAT PBMME outing on Mt Herman!
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